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On John Dewey’s Criticism of Western Philosophy and His Comparative Study between
Chinese and Western Philosophies

XU Su—min

Abstract John Dewey laid his ideological foundation for admiring Chinese philosophy in his heart by revealing how Im-
manuel Kant moved towards “breaking with the Enlightenment Movement” from “the son of the Enlightenment Movement”
and revealing the deficiencies in French philosophy and British and American empirical philosophy. He commented on dif-
ferent schools and currents in Chinese and Western moral philosophy, while in some basic issues of philosophy and culture,
his viewpoints are very closely interlinked with the views of Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels and Lenin. He saw the “Chinese
flavors” or “Chinese characteristics” in the May Fourth New Culture Movement and put forward his theory of “two adapta-
tions”, i.e. the “adaptation” of ancient Chinese conceptions “to modern conditions” and the “adaptation” of essences of
Western thoughts “to Chinese conditions”. Dewey found the spiritual characters from the philosophies of Laozi and Confu-
cius, which are difficult to reach or achieve for other nations in the world, while he strongly condemned that Western powers
shifted their social crisis to China, and considered China’s philosophy of life ad the “panacea to salvation”. His statement
that in Chinese philosophy, the nature was more often “seen as the things gladdening our heart and pleasing our eyes”, and
his proposition “thinking as the Chinese”, are the herald of later F. S. C. Northrop s view that Chinese values should be in-
troduced for the study of the aesthetic characteristics of Chinese philosophy and the establishment of just world order.

Key words  John Dewey; classical German philosophy; philosophy of Laozi; philosophy of Confucius; comparative study

between Chinese and western philosophies
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